52                        THE WORSHIP OF TREES                   CHAP

Europe the May-tree or May-pole is apparently supposed to
possess similar powers over both women and cattle.    Thus
in some parts of Germany on the first of May the peasants
set up May-trees or May-bushes at the doors of stables
and byres, one for each horse and cow; this is thought to
make the cows yield much milk.1    Of the Irish we are told
that " they fancy a green bough of a tree, fastened on May-
day against the house, will produce  plenty  of milk   that
summer."2    In Suffolk there was an old custom, observed
in most farm-houses, that any servant who could bring in a
branch   of hawthorn in blossom on  the first of May was
entitled to a dish of cream for breakfast.8    Similarly, " in
parts of Cornwall, till certainly ten years ago, any child who
brought to a dairy on May morning a piece of hawthorn in
bloom, or a piece of fresh bracken, long enough to surround
the earthenware bowl in which cream is kept, was given a
bowl of cream." *   On May Day English milkmaids used to
dance with garlands on their pails.   One May morning long
ago Pepys on his way to Westminster saw many of them
dancing  thus  to  the  music of a  fiddle while pretty  Nel
Gwynne, In her smock sleeves and bodice, watched them
from the door of her lodgings in Drury-lane.6

However in these and similar European customs it
seems that the influence of the tree, bush, or bough is really
protective rather than generative ; it does not so much fill
the udders of the cows as prevent them from being drained
dry by witches, who ride on broomsticks or pitchforks through
the air on the Eve of May Day (the famous Walpurgis
Night) and make great efforts to steal the milk from the
cattle. Hence the many precautions which the prudent
herdsman must take to guard his beasts at this season from
the raids of these baleful creatures. For example, on May
morning the Irish scatter primroses on the threshold, keep a
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